A    BOOK   OF    BURLESQUE.

I.

THE BEGINNINGS  OF  BURLESQUE.

r/HO shall say when the spirit of burlesque first made
its appearance on our stage? There were traces
of it,/we may be sure, in the Mysteries and Moralities
of pre-Elizabethan days; the monkish dramatists were not
devojfd of humour, and the first lay playwrights had a rough
sen^e of ridicule. The " Vice " which figured in so many of
our \rude old dramas had in him an element of satire, and
the pictures drawn of his Satanic Majesty were conscious
or unconscious caricatures of the popular conception of the
Evil One.

$1 all these cases, however, the burlesque was general.
It was of the nature of travestie, and of the vaguest sort.
Of/ particular parody one finds but few signs in the
El zabethan drama. There is a little of it in Shakespeare,
wttere he pokes fun at the turgidity of contemporary tragedy
or at the obscurity of contemporary Euphuism. The
Pvramus and Thisbe episode is less burlesque than satire.

It'1

is an expos'e of the absurdities of the amateur performer,